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president’s note
A PUBLICATION OF F ILAM 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - 
HOLLYWOODCan you believe Thanksgiving has come and gone already?

Traditionally, this time of year is a time to reflect on what we 
have to be thankful for. While we still have one more month to 
achieve our goals, enjoy our accomplishments and of course 

be grateful for what we have. Let’s take a little time to recount what we are 
thankful for.

The Board of Directors of the FilAm Chamber of Commerce of 
Hollywood would like to show thanks to all those who have showed 
support to us, if it’s been through a post, coming to an event or becoming 
a member, your support means the world to us. We’d like to show thanks to 
Ellen Samson and Gerry Palon for giving us some life and help us through 
our humble beginnings. Your guidance has been a hand well needed.

As the founder and first president of FACCHO I’d like to, with a tip 
of my derby, show much heartfelt thanks to my BOD. Some seats have 

changed as the year has gone on but 
I’d like to show my respect to all of 
those that sat with us at any point this 
year. We are growing and because of 
you we were able to get started.

As this year winds down, new 
energy comes to our board in the 
form of 3 new members. Thank you to 
our new Secretary Tiffany Porter, and 
Director of Business Development 
Isabelo Pascual, your youthful energy 

and fresh ideas are a welcomed injection of energy. I’d also like to thank 
our newest senior board member, Angelo Versobia for coming in, with your 
experience and vast network we can grow into a strong organization who 
can move mountains for our community.

Watch out 2019, with new energy, wise guidance and ambitious ideas, 
we’re going to take you by storm.

                                                                           Thankfully,

Craig Obligacion Wilson
Founder and President of the FilAm 
Chamber of Commerce of Hollywood

2   |   Abe  ARTS • BUSINESS • ENTERTAINMENT



facchollywood.com 3   



/ /edwin’s perspective:

I
am thankful for many things, but 
what I am about to say, you may 
think it is trivial.  Believe me I am 
not when we are discussing about 
representation in U.S. mainstream 

media.
Three years ago this week, television 

made history by airing two Filipino 
American themed Thanksgiving 
episodes.  One about identity for a 
mixed race FilAm child on NBC’s “Truth 
Be Told” and one about acceptance by 
a FilAm family on false pretenses on 
the CW’s “Crazy Ex-Girlfriend.”  Upon 
reflection, the two comedic television 
shows addressed serious subjects 

that seem to be a continuous struggle 
between American-born Filipinos and 
Filipinos who hold a high regard of their 
heritage and culture. 

I’ve addressed this in my 2016 
Op-Ed, “Self Acceptance vs. Self Denial: 
This Is My Filipino American Story,” 
where for years, I’ve denied my culture 
and heritage, only when it becomes 
convenient or necessary in order to 
be accepted in a Filipino Club in high 
school or in college, or one of many 
family birthday and holiday gatherings.

My exposure to the world growing 
up were from three essential things 
most young people are drawn to: music, 

television and film. These delivery 
systems were conduits that fed young 
minds what you listened and watched 
were the norm when accepted. And, it is 
why I did not acknowledged my heritage. 
Because it was not addressed.

“Marshall McLuhan challenged 
conventional definitions when he claimed 
that the medium is the message. With 
this claim, he stressed how channels 
differ, not only in terms of their content, 
but also in regard to how they awaken 
and alter thoughts and senses. He 
distinguished media by the cognitive 
processes each required. McLuhan 
popularized the idea that channels 

Conrad Ricomara’s character gets married 
at a Filipino American wedding ceremony in 
ABC’s “How To Get Away With Murder.”

Nico Santos in NBC’s 
“Superstore.”

John Hawkes and 
Charlene deGuzman in 
“Unlovable” in 2018.

Manny Jacinto, Eugene 
Cordero and Mitch Narito in 
NBC’s “The Good Place.”
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are a dominant force that must 
be understood to know how the 
media influence society and 
culture.”  That happened with 
the introduction of cable TV and 
the internet decades ago as they 
brought in international media into 
U.S. homes.

As time went on, I became 
more aware of my heritage after 
my one year residence in the 
Philippines at age 13 after leaving 
my birth city of Chicago.  What 
a great time to quote William 
Shakespeare’s King Lear with 
“Who is it that can tell me who I 
am?”  I lost my identity there.  An 
American born teen experiencing 
ethnocentrism for the first time in a 
foreign land..  I am grateful as well 
as thankful to have experienced 
that as well as the lessons learned 
at that age.  It prepared me for 
moving next to the melting pot of 
…

… Los Angeles!  The 
metropolitan area home to the 
most Filipino Americans, with 
the population numbering around 
606,657; Los Angeles County 
alone accounts for over 374,285 
Filipinos, the most of any single 
county in the United States.  

Does society influence media 
or does media influence society? 
Society definitely influence media 
due to the world’s interlinking 
connections such as the Filipino 
Channel (TFC) on cable and 
satellite, Philippine cinema from 
Viva Films, TBA Studios and 
other film companies open and 

screen nationwide at your local 
U.S. multiplexes every week, and 
apps on smart phones providing 
original content.  Society demand 
to see themselves in media.  
Advertising dollars come into play, 
but that is a subject I can discuss 
at another time. 

I am thankful for these three 
Filipino American representations 
that succeeded in 2018:
l Darren Criss won an Emmy 

Award for Best Actor in FX’s 
“The Assassination of Gianni 
Versace: American Crime 
Story”.

l Charlene deGuzman wrote 
a screenplay based on true 
events and became the lead in 
“Unlovable” released in U.S. 
mainstream movie theaters 
nationwide.

l Thursday nights on primetime 
broadcast commercial 
television had TV shows with 
Filipino American actors/
characters from 8pm to 
11pm straight on through in 
“Superstore,” “A.P. Bio,” “The 
Good Place,” “Champions” 
and “How To Get Away With 
Murder” for a number of 
weeks.

I am thankful for many things, 
but I am very thankful of what we 
put out there in media today.  Our 
faces, our stories, our voices will 
inspire and influence another 
generation of Filipinos to do 
the same, and so on.  For our 
next breakthroughs will come 
from getting ourselves first, and 
continuing to share what we see in 
ourselves.n 

Emmy Award Winner 
for Best Actor, 

Darren Criss for 
“The Assassination 
of Gianni Versace: 

American Crime 
Story” in 2018.

Ginger Gonzaga in NBC’s 
“Champions”

Sari Arambulo in 
NBC’s “A.P. Bio.”
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// faccho’s movers and shakers

Edwin Santos 
Vice President

Outstanding Service presented by 
the School of Cinema & Television 
Arts of California-State University, 
Northridge.

In 1998, he landed both 
theatrical & commercial 
representation, and joined the 
Screen Actors Guild.

Between acting gigs, classes and 
auditions, an opportunity presented 
itself to take his creative career to 
the next level.

In 2001, Edwin delved into 
film producing.  With five feature 

length films to his name as 
producer including 2006’s “Mad 
Cowgirl” starring James Duval and 
2015’s “Samurai Cop 2: Deadly 
Vengeance” starring Bai Ling and 
Tommy Wiseau, of the five films, 
two of them have won film festival 
awards including Best Picture in 
2002 and in 2006.

In 2006, his first three produced 
films led him to getting hired in 
marketing and acquisitions with 
Cinema Epoch, a company that 
distributes feature films to the 

B
orn in Chicago, Illinois 
and raised in Los Angeles, 
California, Edwin Santos 
is an award winning 

creative professional.
With a Bachelor-In-Arts Degree 

in Radio, Television & Film 
from California-State University, 
Northridge in 1993, Edwin was an 
honorary recipient of the Catherine 
Clymer Scholarship Award from 
the Alliance for Women in Media 
as well as an honorary recipient of 
the Educational Equity Award for 

Edwin on location filming 
his upcoming 

supernatural movie, “The 
Monsters Without.”

Representing Cinema Epoch 
at the Festical de Cannes
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theatrical, DVD and digital markets 
as well as producing original 
films annually. He represented the 
company once at the Festival de 
Cannes in 2007 and four times at 
the American Film Market from 
2010 to 2018.

Another opportunity came up for 
him and it was to finally implement 
his 1998 concept, the Filipino 
Hollywood Actors Panel, a panel 
discussion and networking seminar 
for actors to avoid the pitfalls of 
the entertainment industry while 
shining a spotlight on Filipino talent 
in Hollywood and the world today.  
Since 2015, he produced and 
booked five panel discussions in 
four years.  Previous guest panelists 
include Vincent Rodriguez III (The 
CW’s “Crazy Ex-Girlfriend”), Manny 
Jacinto (NBC’s “The Good Place”), 
Nico Santos (film: “Crazy Rich 

EDWIN PUT UP THE 
FILIPINO HOLLYWOOD 

ACTORS PANEL.  
A PANEL DISCUSSION AND 
NETWORKING SEMINAR FOR ACTORS 
TO AVOID THE PITFALLS OF THE 
ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY WHILE 
SHINING A SPOTLIGHT ON FILIPINO 
TALENT IN HOLLYWOOD AND THE 
WORLD TODAY. 
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Asians,” NBC’s “Superstore”), 
Ginger Gonzaga (Showtime’s 
“Kidding,” HBO’s 
Togetherness), Angela Relucio 
(CBS’ “Code Black”), Reggie 
Lee (film: “The Fast & The 
Furious,” NBC’s “Grimm”), 
Eugene Cordero (“Kong: Skull 
Island”) and Jon Jon Briones 
(FX’s “The Assassination of 
Gianni Versace: American 
Crime Story”), just to name 
a few as well as casting 
directors, talent agents and 
talent managers; all who 
represent the craft of acting 
across the board.

In 2016, Edwin wrote and 
published interviews with 
various creative professionals 
such as executive story editor 
and writer of the CW’s “DC’s 
Legends of Tomorrow,” Ray 
Utarnachitt.  He has also written 
op-eds including his personal 
“Self Acceptance vs. Self Denial: 
This Is My Filipino American 
Story.”  It went viral and shared 
by the Filipino American 
National Historical Society in 
Seattle and Asian American Life 
in New York.

// faccho’s movers and shakers

GIVING BACK TO 
THE COMMUNITY, 

EDWIN SUPPORTS THE 
MIKE CURB COLLEGE 
OF ARTS, MEDIA AND 
COMMUNICATION 
AT CALIFORNIA-
STATE UNIVERSITY, 
NORTHRIDGE, 
CA. AS WELL AS 
THE CLUBHOUSE, 
A NONPROFIT, 
VOLUNTEER-RUN 
COMEDY VENUE FOR 
IMPROV, SKETCH, 
VARIETY SHOWS AND 
CLASSES IN 
HOLLYWOOD, CA.

Edwin with Casting Director Billy DaMota, 
Eugene Cordero (“Kong: Skull Island”), 

Talent Agent Janet Tscha and Tess Paras 
(“Crazy Ex-Girlfriend”)  at his 1st Annual 

Filipino  Hollywood Actors Panel 2015.
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Edwin and 
Dominique Swain 

on location filming 
of “Blue Dream” in 

2013.

Edwin with Jon 
Jon Briones (“The 
Assassination 
of Gianni 
Versace: American 
Crime Story”) at his 
5th Annual Filipino 
Hollywood Actors 
Panel 2018.

Edwin’s first 
time as a guest 
speaker in “Asian 
In Showbiz” 
Panel.

Giving back to the community, 
Edwin supports the Mike Curb 
College of Arts, Media and 
Communication at California-State 
University, Northridge, CA. as well 
as The Clubhouse, a nonprofit, 
volunteer-run comedy venue for 
improv, sketch, variety shows and 
classes in Hollywood, CA.  Earlier 
this year, he was a guest speaker 
at an Asian In Showbiz Panel 
Discussion in Long Beach, CA.

Currently, he is Vice President of 
the Filipino American Chamber of 
Commerce, Hollywood.  However, 
throughout his journey, he has not 
forgotten his first love - the craft and 
business of acting.

Little known facts:  Edwin is a 
5th generation direct descendant 
of Marcela Mariño Agoncillo, the 
principle seamstress who sewed the 
first Philippine Flag, in accordance 
with General Emilio Aguinaldo’s 

design which later became the 
Official Flag of the Philippines.  He 
is also a blood relative to Felipe 
Agoncillo, the Filipino lawyer 
representative to the negotiations in 
Paris that led to the Treaty of Paris, 
ending the Spanish–American 
War, pushed for Philippine 
independence and achieving him 
the title of “outstanding first Filipino 
diplomat.” n

facchollywood.com 9   



ELLEN SAMSON 
SERIAL ENTREPRENEUR

from the words of Edwin Santos and Eric Ramos

// COVER STORY

S
he’s an aggressive and driven career 
woman, but Ellen Samson has never 
been the type of person to take credit 
for the things she has done. She does 
not enjoy the limelight. She looks at her 

accomplishments with the utmost modesty, for in 
her heart whatever she does is all about caring and 
sharing. Her passion is to serve. 

When Ellen made the life-changing decision to stay 
foot in Los Angeles with her family in 2008, trying 
to find her place in the American workforce didn’t 
prove easy. She had given up a flourishing career 
as a managing consultant for high-profile real estate 
tycoons in the Philippines and found herself at a 
crossroads. After months of searching for a corporate 
job without much luck, she landed a caregiving 
position and discovered her calling. 

Photography by Advan Martin Ramirez

Make Up by Aryan Ang 

Organized by Marx Ayllon
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One of her best clients praised the 
quality of her work, and this inspired 
her to pursue a higher purpose 
and sparked the old flame she had 
for entrepreneurship.  She trained 
under Teepa Snow, one of America’s 
leading educators in dementia, 
studying Positive Physical Approach 
to Care. In 2011, after just two years 
in the industry, she put up her first 
business, American Geriatric Care 
Management. 

American Geriatric soon became 
known as a full-service geriatric 
care company providing health 
coordination, professional caregiving, 
and family dynamics support. 
With her 25 years of extensive 
experience as a commercial property 
management executive overseas, she 
leveraged her multidisciplinary skills 
with her intrinsic compassionate 
character in building and redefining 
the business model of personalized 
geriatric care. 

Through American Geriatric, Ellen 
shares her experiences and case 
studies to help adult children manage 
the care of their elders through 
a thorough understanding of the 
difficult challenges of dementia. 

“When I first started caregiving, it 
was a decision made only to help me 
and my family get by with everyday 
living. As I continued to care for 
seniors, I started to embrace the idea 
and absorb the wisdom that comes 
with age. I grew more interested in 

TRANSFORM THE 
FILIPINO CULTURAL 

MINDSET TO PUSH FOR 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP. 
LET US STOP BEING A 
RACE OF FOLLOWERS AND 
EMPLOYEES.  

LET US CULTIVATE, 
CONNECT, AND 
EMPOWER FILIPINO 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
WE OWE THAT TO 
OURSELVES,
THIS GENERATION 
AND THE NEXT!

leaving a legacy and I realized that I 
have what it takes to build a business 
focused on providing the proper care 
that the seniors deserve,” Ellen noted.

Ellen continues her advocacy for 
senior care by holding company-
sponsored workshops she calls 
“Dementia: Up Close and Personal, 
Preserving Family relationship at 
the onset of Dementia” in which 
she provides interactive training to 
families and caregiving professionals. 

She imparts her knowledge in 
managing care for seniors with 
dementia using the right language 
and approach. The workshop is also 
about handling family caregiving 
challenges using effective family 
dynamics techniques and available 
resources, and gives pointer on 
proactive preparation for Dementia

Ellen is also a Board Member of 
the Roaring 90’s Club, an organized 
social and educational club for 
seniors aged 90 and older.  The 
90’s Club is completely funded by 
community support with over 150 
senior members.

Currently the President of The 
Filipino American Chamber of 
Commerce of Greater Los Angeles 
(FACC-GLA), her focus to transform 
the Filipino cultural mindset to 
push for entrepreneurship is the 
groundwork of the Chamber’s 
programs and educational events. 
Encouraging the Filipinos to be 
entrepreneurs and to help them own 
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// COVER STORY

their own business is her drive.
In her one of her speeches, 

she said…
“Why just be an employee, 

when you can be the employer? 
In our younger years, we were 
told by our parents to go to 
school to be good nurses, 
corporate employees, CPA, 
doctors. We did, and we became 
excellent in in our chosen field.

But ask yourself… was 
there any instance you were 
told to go to school to become 
good entrepreneur? Reality is 
we were never encouraged to 
go into business. This is not 
the fault of our parents or the 
past generation. It is our flawed 
culture that advocated just being 
conformists and not taking risks.

Photography by Advan Martin Ramirez

Make Up by Aryan Ang 

Organized by Marx Ayllon
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ELLEN ADVOCATES 
UNITY FOR ALL 

FILIPINOS DESPITE 
CULTURAL AND TRADITIONAL 
DIVERSITIES BECAUSE 
HOLDING ON TOGETHER AS 
ONE FAMILY, CAN BEAT ALL 
ODDS FOR THE SAKE OF OUR 
BELOVED COUNTRY AND ITS 
PEOPLE. ELLEN SAMSON 
LIKES DOING THINGS 
DIFFERENTLY------ AND SHE 
EXCELS IN IT.

Let us rise from being a race of 
followers and employees. Let us 
cultivate, connect, and empower 
Fil-Am Businesses.”

Ellen promotes unity among 
Filipinos across America with her 
active involvement in various local 
and national Filipino American 
Chambers of Commerce particularly 
serving as a Corporate Secretary 
and Vice-President of International 
Trade for the Coalition of Filipino 
American Chambers of Commerce 
(COFACC).

Moving forward, this passionate 
and dynamic woman strengthen 
her group of companies namely the 
Areté International and American 
Care Professional by establishing 
business development partnerships 
all over the United States.  n

Photography by Advan Martin Ramirez

Make Up by Aryan Ang 

Organized by Marx Ayllon
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// SPOTLIGHT
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NEW FACCHO MEMBER SPOTLIGHT-

FIONA HILARIO
             LAY BARE
WAXING SALON FRANCHISE

MANAGING 
MEMBER OF THE

W e are proud 
to have the 
President and 
Managing 

Member of the Lay Bare Waxing 
Salon Franchise, Fiona Hilario as 
our 3rd Newest Member in our 
Entertainer Tier Level. https://lay-
bare.com/

To know more about our 
membership tiers, go here: 
http://facchollywood.com/
membership-benefits/

With a Business 
Management Degree from 
the College of St. Benilde in 
Manila, Philippines, Fiona 
Hilario (along with her 
two siblings) became the 
original founding members 

of the first Lay Bare. It opened in 
Makati City, Philippines on June 
4, 2006. With just a budget of 
Php 200,000 ($3850.00), they 
were able to operate the first hair 
removal salon in the country using 
all-natural sugar jelly.

The salon had three cubicles 
and was just a few kilometers 
outside CBD. They chose to 
open in this neighborhood in 
Palanan as we all grew up in the 
Makati, Metro Manila area. A 
second location followed in just 
six months and the first franchise 

opened in BF Homes 
Paranaque in January, 2008. 
They currently operate over 
one hundred locations 
nationwide; thirty-four of it 
being company-owned while 
seventy-three are franchised. 
The investment to open 
a Lay Bare branch in the 
Philippines now is Php3.6M 
($70,000). They have 
branches from Baguio and to 

NEW FACCHO MEMBER SPOTLIGHT-
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Davao yet they wanted to expand 
outside the country.

She is currently the 
Chairwoman of the Lay Bare 
Waxing Philippines, Incorporated 
(Lay Bare Waxing Salon) since 
June, 2006.

However, they had their eyes 
set for the United States where hair 
removal was a mature and almost 
saturated market, but sugaring 
was almost unheard of.

Starting in Los Angeles 
County in Southern California, 
the first Lay Bare branch 
opened in Studio City in 2012. 
It is located on the second floor 
at Unit #203 at 12265 Ventura 

Boulevard, Studio City, CA 91604.
After 6 years they decided to 

work on becoming a franchisor 
in the US and thereby creating 
Lay Bare Franchising, LLC which 
will be the company awarding US 
franchises.  She’s held the position 
of Managing Member for the same 
since January, 2018.

Lay Bare is a global hair 
removal salon, with one hundred 
twenty two locations across 
the Philippines and one in the 
United States. They are known 
for “sugaring”—using all-natural 
cold wax jelly, made of sugar, 
honey, s and citrus extracts; 
with exfoliating, moisturizing 

and whitening properties. 
Their skill, price point, and 
premium product sets them 
apart from the competition, 
providing clients with luxury 
experience at affordable 
prices.

Their affordable prices, 
packages, new client 

// SPOTLIGHT
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specials, and loyalty program 
bring new customers in and keep 
them coming back. Additional 
services like eyebrow threading 
and bikini facials, and their line 
of retail products to complement 
their services add benefit to both 
customers and franchisees. All of 
their products are FDA-approved, 
dermatologically-tested, and 

most are paraben-free. And, 
that is something you and your 
customers can get behind.

To know more info about 
being part of the Lay Bare 
franchise or consider opening 
a branch in the USA, click here: 
https://www.lay-bareus.com/
franchise n

Members are the life of our 
organization. By becoming a 
member, you gain access to 
people and businesses that 
can have a huge impact to 

your business needs. You also 
gain exclusive discounts to our 
events, and your membership 

supports FACCHO in its 
efforts to enhance our FilAm 
Community’s presence in the 

local industry.

Join Now!

// SPOTLIGHT
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REPRESENTATION 

MATTERS
Deric McCabe 
(“A Wrinkle In Time”) 
becomes a series regular in 
Apple’s upcoming untitled Hilde 
Lysiak series to be directed and 
executive produced by Jon M. 
Chu (“Crazy Rich Asians”).

HOLLYWOOD BOOKINGS
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Ella Jay 
Basco booked the role 

of ‘Cassandra Cain’ 

(who would later become 

the fourth Batgirl) in Warner 

Brothers’ Harley Quinn spinoff, 

“BIRDS OF PREY (and the 

Fantabulous Emancipation of 

one Harley Quinn).”
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Cain is of Asian American 
descent, and the daughter 
of assassins David Cain 
and Sandra Wu-San (better 
known as Lady Shiva). She 
is deprived of speech and 
human contact during her 
childhood as conditioning to 
become the world’s greatest 
assassin and raised with 
the intention of becoming 

Ella Jay Basco booked 
the role of Cassandra 
Cain in Warner Brothers’ 

Harley Quinn spinoff, “Birds 
of Prey (And the Fantabulous 
Emancipation of One Harley 
Quinn).”

In the new film directed by 
Cathy Yan and set to release 
on February 7, 2020, Margot 
Robbie (Harley Quinn), Mary 

Elizabeth Winstead (Huntress) 
and Jurnee Smollett-Bell 
(Black Canary) team up to 
protect Basco’s character 
(Cassandra Cain) when she 
comes across a diamond 
belonging to Ewan McGregor’s 
Black Mask, a kingpin in 
Gotham City’s criminal 
underworld.

In the DC Comics Universe, 

Filipino American 
Talent Involved In 

Warner Brothers’ 
BIRDS OF PREY
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the perfect bodyguard for 
Ra’s Al Ghul. She can only 
communicate through gestures 
and drawings. After saving 
Commissioner Gordon’s 
life, she is given the Batgirl 
costume with the approval of 
both Batman and the Oracle. 
She becomes a ward of 
Barbara Gordon (formerly the 
original Batgirl, now Oracle). 
She eventually befriends Bruce 
Wayne and goes on to become 
Batgirl (the fourth person to 
take the name) while seeking 
redemption for her father’s 
crimes. She was eventually 
manipulated into going rogue 
by Deathstroke and gave up the 
cowl after she had recovered 
from her mental breakdown.

This marks the first major 
role for Basco who is of 
Filipino and Korean American 
descent, previously appeared 
in guest stints on television 
shows like “Grey’s Anatomy,” 
“Veep” and “Superior Donuts.”

She is not the only 
talent of Filipino descent 

working on “Birds of Prey.” 
Behind the scenes will be the 
cinematographer of 2018’s “A 
Star Is Born” and “Venom” as 
well as “Requiem For A Dream,” 
“Pi,” “Black Swan,” “Straight 
Outta Compton” and “Mother!” 
– Academy Award Nominee, 

Matthew Libatique, ASC.
And, Stunt and Fight 

Coordinators Jonathan 
Eusebio and Jon Valera of 
“Black Panther,” “John Wick” 
and “Atomic Blonde” have 
been hired as crew members 
for the feature film.n



Netflix 
Conquers

Hollywood

In October 2018, Netflix Inc. 
agreed to an 11-year lease 
of the entirety of Epic, a 

13-story, 328,000-square-foot 
office building located at 5901 
Sunset Blvd. in Hollywood.  It 

is owned by Hudson Pacific 
Properties.
The Los Gatos, Calif.-based 
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Netflix also signed a five-
year extension to its lease for 
326,000 square feet at Cue 
and 92,000 square feet at Icon, 
both located on the Hudson 
Pacific-owned Sunset Bronson 
Studios lot at 5808 Sunset 
Blvd.

Epic is under construction 
with delivery expected during 
the first quarter of 2020. 
Gensler is the design architect 
of the building.

Hudson Pacific owns more 
than three million square feet 
of office and studio space in 
Hollywood.

But, this month, Netflix 
Inc. signed yet another 
lease in Hollywood. The 

streaming giant signed 
a lease to take over the 
entire 355,000-square-foot 
commercial space at the 
Academy on Vine project 
in Hollywood, Kilroy Realty 
Corp., the property developer, 
announced November 13, 
2018.

The Academy on Vine is a 
mixed-use project covering 
3.5 acres in a full-city block 
in Hollywood. Offices are 
currently under construction 
and 193 residential units are 
expected to start construction 
later this year. Once completed, 
the project will have three 
creative office buildings and a 
20-story residential tower.

Netflix is planning to move 
in mid-2020, marking the next 
stage in the company’s love 
affair with Hollywood.

“Our expansion into the 
Academy on Vine property 
further deepens our connection 
with the Los Angeles and 
Hollywood communities,” 
David Wells, chief financial 
officer of Netflix, said in a 
statement. n

Source: Los Angeles Business 

Journal 
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http://labusinessjournal.com/news/2018/nov/13/netflix-take-over-all-commercial-space-academy-hol/
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// SPOTLIGHT
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RHUIGI
VILLASEÑOR

Fashion Designer
RHUDE

Forbes Magazine announced 
their 30 Under 30 for 2019 and 
under the Arts & Style category, 
27 year-old Filipino American 

fashion designer Rhuigi Villaseñor of 
RHUDE was listed!

At age 11, Rhuigi Villaseñor moved 
with his family from Manila to Los 
Angeles. His father wanted him to be 
a doctor, but he was drawn to art and 
fashion. 

His first design hit was a $200 cotton 
t-shirt printed with a black and white 
paisley bandana pattern that tapped 
into hip hop’s attraction to West Coast 
Chicano culture. 

In 2015, he used his mother’s laptop to 
launch Rhude, his luxury ready-to-wear 
brand. 

In 2018, rapper Kendrick Lamar wore 
a pair of $795 Rhude ?Traxedo? track 

pants when he accepted his Pulitzer Prize. 
Ellen DeGeneres and ASAP Rocky are 
fans. Rhude’s 2018 revenue is expected 
to hit $12 million. The brand has been 
profitable for a year.

From his Instagram, he says “Thankful 
to God for guiding me. Most of all a big 
win for my team, the RHUDE boys and 
The YOUTH to show that you can win even 
when all odds are against you, that the 
only validation you need is from yourself 
and god. Hard work with talent will always 
triumph and believe in yourself. And to 
my family & my mentors that fuel me to 
strive for worldly difference and do so 
with kindness humility and integrity.”n

Source: Forbes

https://www.forbes.com/profile/rhuigi-villasenor/?list=30under30-art-style#3872edbe1c47


MOVIES 
TO WATCH! 
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THE POSSESSION 
OF HANNAH GRACE 
starring Shay Mitchell 
opens nationwide 
Friday, 
November 30, 2018.

THE PRINCESS SWITCH 
starring Vanessa 
Hudgens on Netflix 
starting Friday, 
November 16, 2018.

UNLOVABLE - written and starring 
Charlene deGuzman. Opens at select 
theaters nationwide on Thursday, 
November 1, 2018.  VOD & Digital on 
Friday, November 2, 2018.

RALPH BREAKS THE 
INTERNET starring 
Nicole Scherzinger 
opens nationwide 
Wednesday, 
November 21, 2018.
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Janice Jimenez
Real Estate Broker, RN, LNC
Real Estates Sale and Loans
Life Insurance & Annuities 

Medicare Specialist

310-941-2736

Oliver Ongtawco
Financial Advisor

Norma De Los Reyes
Broker Associate

Rose Pasquel
Broker Associate

Jay Blanco
Realtor Associate

Alonzo Brewster
Realtor Associate

Flower Lim
Marketing Director

Mary Fox
Marketing Director

www.RegalRealtors.us

*Actual Carson home sold in 3 days, closed June 22nd!

DRE 02061376  NMLS ID 1757173

Forget Zillow or Trulia!
Find you new HOME here!

1001 W Carson St. Ste S, Torrance CA 90502
323-776-9476  We also serve Northern California.

Joseph, US Navy
Just got his keys!

Schedule a FREE Financial Needs Analysis to help you
determine a plan perfect for you and your family. 
We are here to help. 
Call: 323-776-9476

              Reports:
     - How much is your home worth?
     - List of HOT  Carson properties
-  Credit Report/Preapproval
- “Seller Secrets” Guide book 
- “Home Buying” Guide book

@RegalRealEstateandFinancialServices



//EVENTS/ / WHAT YOU’VE

MISSED!

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2018
 Orion Classics’ “Unlovable” (2018) written and 
starring Charlene deGuzman opens today at select 
U.S. theaters nationwide. Also starring John Hawkes 
and Melissa Leo. Executive produced by Mark & Jay 
Duplass.

 Artists at Play’s Two Mile Hollow by Leah Nanako 
Winkler at the Lounge Theatre, 2:00pm/8:00pm 
(extended until November 11)

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2018: 
 FASO at 10: A Decade of Music, Harmony and 
Community at the Alex Theatre, 7:00pm

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2018:
 Sunday Jump: Six Years of Life Open Mic at the 
Pilipino Workers Center, 5:00pm

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2018:
 Supportive White Parents at Upright Citizens Brigade 
Sunset, 5:30pm

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2018:
 Ice Skating at L.A. Live’s Kings Holiday Ice Rink 
(recurring until December 31)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2018:
 18th Annual Justice for Filipino American Veterans 
March at MacArthur Park, 10:00am

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2018: 
 Wish USA Presents ‘The Roadshow’ featuring The 
Filharmonic at Dollar Hits Pinoy Street Food, 8:00pm 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2018:
 SIPA’s 46th Annual Fundraising Gala at the Majestic Downtown, 
5:00pm

 Moonlight Forest at the Los Angeles Arboretum and Botanic 
Garden, 5:30pm

 AJ Rafael Presents ‘Crazy Talented Asians Concert Series’ at the 
Rockwell, 8:00pm

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2018:
 Ermantourage Presents Hollywood Chills 8: Entertainment Summit 
& Fundraiser at Station 1640, 6:00pm

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2018:
 95th Anniversary of the Festival of Flight at Long Beach Airport, 
10:00am

 Larry Itliong Day 2018: Siklab! at Unidad Park, 11:00am
 Atras Abante Artist Panel Discussion & Poetry at the Regis House 
Community Center, 7:00pm

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2018:
 Achara’s All You Can Eat Boodle Fight Thanksgiving Feast Feast at 
Brewyard Beer Company, 1:00pm

 Enchanted: Forest of Light at Descanso Gardens, 5:30pm
 17th Annual Tree Lighting Christmas Celebration at The Grove, 
7:30pm

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2018:  
 Asian AF Los Angeles’ Two-Year Anniversary Show! at Upright 
Citizens Brigade Sunset, 9:00pm

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2018:
 Miscellaneous Brown’s Karaoke Comedy Spectacular at the 
Brewyard Beer Company, 6:00pm

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2018:
 FilAm Creative Presents Filmmakers Night at the Regency Valley 
Plaza 6, 7:00pm
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due date
March 1, 2019

$15  to enter

Presents

Make a
film and play at a

FILM FESTIVAL

-must include a Filipino (or someone of Filipino descent) producer, director, writer, 
Star and the logo of a Filipino owned business 

-if it’s a short or trailer, it must have a pitch deck included
-all films that enter get into the 1st Annual Kumu International Filipino Film Festival

filAM CHAMBER OF                       COMMERCE HOLLYWOOD
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due date
March 1, 2019

$15  to enter

Presents

Make a
film and play at a

FILM FESTIVAL

-must include a Filipino (or someone of Filipino descent) producer, director, writer, 
Star and the logo of a Filipino owned business 

-if it’s a short or trailer, it must have a pitch deck included
-all films that enter get into the 1st Annual Kumu International Filipino Film Festival

filAM CHAMBER OF                       COMMERCE HOLLYWOOD due date
March 1, 2019

$15  to enter

Presents

Make a
film and play at a

FILM FESTIVAL

 For Short films or Pilots: Pitch 
deck representing the larger story 
(Feature film, TV show, Webseries) of 
your short. 

Pitch deck must include 
 Heading
 Logline
 One Paragraph Overview
 Pilot or Feature Film Synopsis, 

Character Breakdowns 
 For TV/Webseries (only): Season one 

arc, paragraph on 3 episodes
 For FEATURE FILM (only: Synopsis 

of possible sequel

Check out this link for detailed Pitch 
Deck reference
http://eyesondeck.typepad.com/
scriptfaze/2009/03/how-to-create-a-tv-
pitch-package.html
 

 Films to be submitted to 
FACCHollywood@gmail.com as a 
private or PW protected link

 All films due March 1, 11:59pm Pacific 
Standard Time

 All Films will play at the Kumu 
International Filipino Film Festival in LA 
on June 8-9, 2019 as part of a 100 Years 
of Filipino Cinema celebration

 Best films as selected by the FACCHO 
Board of Directors will also play once on 
the Kumu Ap sometime between June 
10-15

 Best films will be subject to other 
possible opportunities

 It is your responsibility to find your 
creative and/or business team. FACCHO 
may aid you upon request. 

 
Note: FilAm Chamber of Commerce 
of Hollywood DOES NOT own 
any material submitted to the 
organization. 

Why was the 
FACCHO:  
Filipino 
American Film 
Challenge 
created?

In the tradition of the Filipino American Film Challenges of 2017, 
FACCHO has decided to inspire both the business and film community 
to work and get to know each other. 

We also dared to ask, what if “Hollywood” was suddenly flooded with 
Filipino Film/TV pitch decks? What would happen? Who would get 
the opportunity to lead the Filipino Film Movement? Who would take 
interest in your business?

We teamed up with the Kumu App ( http://www.kumu.ph/ ) as a venue 
for our online showings in an effort to get international recognition to 
both our businesses and filmmakers to a global Filipino demographic.

The real question is…what will spawn from this incredible opportunity?  
Who will see your business? Who will see your film? Dare to dream as 
FACCHO begins to #BridgeTheGap between the possibilities and your 
new reality.

The answer is 3 fold really:

STEPS:

1Sign up to show interest here: 
http://bit.ly/

FACCHOFilmChallengeSignUp

2Team up with a Filipino 
filmmaker and/or Filipino 

business owner

3Create Pitch Deck and Electronic 
Press Kit

4Submit Pitch Deck and Electronic 
Press Kit to FACCHollywood@

gmail.com

5Submit $15 submission fee to 
PayPal via FACCHollywood@

gmail.coom to become an official 
contestant

6Create Film/Pilot 

7Submit film to FACCHollywood@
gmail.com as a Private link or PW 

protected link

RULES:
 All films must be Written by, Directed 

by, Produced by and Starring a Filipino or 
someone of Filipino descent

 All films must include the logo of a 
Filipino Owned business in the film

 All films must have written permission 
to use the filipino owned businesses logo

 All films must be submitted with an 
Electronic Press Kit that includes:

 Bio of the Filipino Actor or Actor of 
Filipino descent

 Bio of the Filipino Producer or 
Producer of Filipino descent

 Bio of the Filipino Director or 
Director of Filipino descent

 Bio of the Filipino Writer or Writer 
of Filipino descent

 Information of the Filipino Owned 
Business featured in the film (who they 
are, where they are located, short bio 
on owner)

 $15 entry fee via FACCHollywood@
gmail.com PayPal
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  kbercs.click         katherine@kbercs.click 

key visual & logo
brand bible

merchandising
packaging

annual reports

branding

brochures & flyers
pitch decks

pop collaterals
infographics
schematics

visual solutions

graphic design mentoring 
instructional manuals

coursewares
mind mapping 

text books

academe

web design
wire frames/site maps

icon customization
animated gifs

content generation

digital design

typography
vector art

illustrations
conventional art

story boards

art & vector

magazines
books

look books
coffee table books

catalogues

art direction

Katherine F. Bercasio
Visual Strategist • Art Director • Mentor • Visual Communicator

I’m your #2
The hot number you can always turn to

Among the gazillion designers and art directors out there, why pick me? 
Simple—I AM the real deal—no sugarcoating, no trimmings, no hot air.  
I WILL, without fuss, deliver your requirements, follow your timeline, and help 
you reach your goals. I WON’T wow you with empty promises. Armed instead 
with vast armory of design tricks and formidable career experience,  
I AM the better option—the one you didn’t think you needed that becomes the 
No. 2 you can’t live without.  
Why am I happy to call myself Number Two? Because YOU will always be 
Number One.

Need more reason to pick a No. 2? Check out my online portfolio at  
kbercs.click/  for proof of why I’m person you’ll want on your team.

  katherine-f-bercasio       katherine.bercasio       KatherineBercasio

https://www.kbercs.click/


http://fiestafastfoodla.com
http://fiestafastfoodla.com

